Why do patients with erectile dysfunction abandon effective therapy with sildenafil (Viagra)?
This prospective study determined the rate of abandonment of sildenafil therapy and assessed the reasons for abandonment. Between January 2001 and December 2002, 234 patients with erectile dysfunction (ED) at three independent centers successfully began therapy with sildenafil 50 or 100 mg. The rate of noncompliance was 31%. A telephone survey of these patients was conducted to determine the reasons for abandonment. The majority reported that they had had no opportunity or desire for sexual intercourse or that their partners had shown no sexual interest. Few patients stated that the high cost of the medication or that adverse events were the cause.